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Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs 
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Winston Lord, Senior Staff Member, NSC 

W. Richard Smyser, Senior Staff Member, NSC 

Chinese Government Guest House, Peking 

July 9, 1971, Afternoon and Evening 
(4:35 p.m. -11:20 p.m.) 


Chou: There is special news this afternoon -- you are lost. 

(Premier Chou offers cigarettes to the American party. ) No 
one? I have found a party that doesn't smoke. 


one wants 


- i-b FirSt ° f i a11, 1 WOUM Hke t0 Welcome T° u ' especially as Dr. Kissinger 
is the special representative of the President. 

^ '• -■ ^. 1SS1 ” g T : - U iS a gr<5at pleasure to b e here. I have looked forward a 
long time to this opportunity. ^wara a 


PM Chou : As Chairman Mao Tse-tung has 
Edgar Snow, there is no need to elaborate, 
knowledge of this article by now. 


already spoken about this to 
I believe you have first-hand 


Dr. Kissinger: I read it with great attention. 
PM Chou: You do not know Mr. Edgar Snow? 
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— r * Kissinger; For us this is an historic occasion. Because this is the first 
time that American and Chinese leaders are talking to each other on a basis 
where each country recognizes each other as equals. In our earlier contacts 
we were a new and developing country in contrast to Chinese cultural 
superiority. For the past century you were victims of foreign oppression, 
today, after many difficulties and separate roads, have we come 
together again on a basis of equality and mutual respect. So we are both 
turning a new page in our histories. 

We are here today, brought together by global trends. Reality has 
brought us together, and we believe that reality will shape our future. 


Because this is the beginning of our discussions, let me generally 
state our general approach towards the Peopled Republic of China. 


We consider that the People’s Republic of China, because of its achieve- 
ments, tradition, ideology, and strength, must participate on the basis of 
equality in all matters affecting the peace of Asia and the peace of the world. 
We consider it in our interest, and above all in the interest of the world, that 
you play your appropriate role in shaping international arrangements. 

We realize, of course, that there are deep ideological differences 
between us. You are dedicated to the belief that your concepts will prevail. 
We have our own convictions about the future. The essential question for 
our relations is whether both countries are willing to let history judge who 
is correct, while in the interval we cooperate on matters of mutual concern 
on a basis of mutual respect and equality and for the benefit of all mankind. 

Mr. Premier, I see two principal purposes for our meetings today and 
tomorrow. First, as Chairman Mao and you have suggested, we should work 
out satisfactory understandings concerning a visit to China by President 
Nixon, a visit which he intends to make and to which he looks forward. I am 
authorized to settle all matters concerning such a visit, including its nature, 
time, and other details; the manner in which the meeting should be prepared; 
the subjects to be discussed; the possible outcome; and as well a.: possible 
communique when I have returned to the U.S. 

Secondly, to make President Nixon’s visit the success we want it to 
be, we should lay the groundwork by discussing issues between us, our 
mutual concerns in Asia, and the peace of the world. 

Among the topics I believe we should cover are the following: 
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-- Taiwan, which, from the exchange of notes between us, we know to 
be jour principal concern in relations between us. Mr. Premier, you have 

~ *' v._ .arcac* zrom ±a iwss ana cae Taiwan 

Straits. I am prepared to hear your views and to discuss the matter 
practically. 


-- Indochina, which is currently the major area of conflict and ten 
in Asia. 


-- Relations with other major countries, for example, the Soviet t ( 
and Japan, which of course will certainly affect the future peace of the 

-- The situation in the South Asian subcontinent, which involves m; 
outside countries. 

I 

-- Establishment between us of a secure channel of communication^ 
which is not dependent on the goodwill or the upheavals in third countries, 
and which is entirely within the control of our two leaders. 

Issues of arms control, such as the recent proposal for a five power 
conference, on which we have delayed our reply until we could have the 
benefit of the views of the Premier. 

other topics which the Chinese side would care to raise. 

In discussing these matters, Mr. Premier, I will be absolutely candid 
with you, because I want to make sure that if we disagree, it will be in 
full knowledge of each other's point of view, and because I hope with full 
candor we will come closer to an agreement. 

As a close associate of President Nixon, I am authorized to explain to 
you fully what our interests are in major areas of the world and areas of 
policy, and I hope you will feel free to raise any issue with me, 

I need not add that any assurances made in this channel will be honored 
absolutely. 

We will have an opportunity to discuss in detail all of these issues, 

but there's one issue which I know from the statement of the Premier is 

very much on your mind, which I would like to take the liberty of raising 
now. 
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I know you are concerned about collusion, or what you call collusion, 
of other countries against you. Let me say now that we will never collude 
with other countries against the Peopled Republic of China, either with 
our allies or with some of our opponents. Of course, you may believe 
that the objective consequences of our actions will bring about collusion, no 
matter what we say. But we will consciously strive to avoid this. 

It is the conviction of President Nixon that a strong and developing 
Peopled Republic of China poses no threat to any essential U.S. interest. ' 

It is no accident that our two countries have had such a long history of 
friendship. 

To make these thoughts concrete. President Nixon has authorized me 
to tell you that the U.S. will not take any major steps affecting your interests 
without discussing them with you and taking your views into account. 

I hope while I am here to arrange for a channel which will enable us 
to communicate directly and secretly. We are prepared to set up communi- 
cations comparable to those that link us to other major countries of 
decision, and other means of communication which will enable us to explain 
our views to each other better. 


I am authorized to discuss with you negotiations in which we are 
engaged with some of your neighbors which you believe may affect your 
interests. 

Both our countries face a difficult task as we move to formalize thei 
contacts. I know that we must both be ti*ue to our basic principles, beca 
neither of us can play a responsible world role or build a lasting peace if 
we abandon our principles. 

My colleagues and I look forward to our conversations here with warm 
anticipation and a keen awareness of the responsibilities we share. 

Many visitors have come to this beautiful, and to us, mysterious, land, 

PM Chou : You will find it not mysterious. When you have become familiar 
with it, it will not be as mysterious as before. 

Dr. Kissinger: All have departed with new perspectives, and a few have 
left some modest contributions behind. 


, We have come to the Peopled Republic of China with an open mind and 

an open heart. We hope that when we leave we may have contributed to sowing 

lich wil1 2 row peace between our countries, peace in this region, 
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PM Chou: I thank you for the statement you have made at the beginning 
and for your general explanations of U.S. policy. Before you came, we 
had already received a message from the NSC Chief of Gen. Yahya Khan, 
who told us you were coming here with a frank and sincere attitude and 
wanted to have serious discussions with us. We welcome this attitude. 

We come with the same attitude, and we are ready to explain our opinions 
frankly. It is very clear that the world outlook and stands of our two sides 
are different. As you just said, each side has its own convictions, and 
we both believe our ideas will become reality. But this shouldn't hinder 
our two countries on the two sides of the Pacific Ocean seeking what you 
mentioned --a channel for co-existence, equality, and friendship. 

The first question is that of equality, or in other words, the principle 
of reciprocity. All things must be done in a reciprocal manner. I agree 
with what you just said -- the Chinese and American peoples are friendly 
toward each other. This was true in the past and will be true in the future. 
Recently, we invited the U.S. table tennis delegation to China -- perhaps 
you met some of them -- and they can bear witness that the Chinese people 
welcomed this visit of the American people. We have also received many 
repeated invitations from the U.S.. Table Tennis Association to send a dele- 
gation to the U.S. We feel this shows that the U.S. people want to welcome 
the Chinese people. 

Dr. Kissinger: We have talked to Mr. Steenhoven. 

PM Chou : He recently sent us a cable. 

But the question of friendship between the Chinese and American people 
began to be discussed very early after New China appeared. In 1955, at 
the Bandung Conference, I answered questions put to me by some American 
correspondents on relations with the U.S. But later, due to various factors, 
it was not possible to continue the exchanges which began from this time. 
Perhaps Your Excellency knows the reason why. Later on, beginning from 
August 1, 1955, representatives of our two governments sat down for 
negotiations. 

Our meetings have gone on for almost 16 years now. We have met 136 
times, but there's still no result. Just as you have now mentioned, it's 
not so easy to bring about results through official negotiations. This is not 
solely because the negotiations are official, because these today are 
official; it is whether there is an intention to solve problems. This is the crux 
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You just now mentioned the objectives of your present mission. Your 
first objective is also linked to your second objective, because your 
second objective is to engage in a preparatory exchange of views in order 
to bring our basic stands closer together and make them favorable for 
resolution. 

Just now you mentioned seven issues. Of course, we are not limited 
to seven because we can each put forward what we like. That was your 
seventh point. You said that you brought with you the desire of your 
President to make it pssible for our views to a certain extent to come 
closer, and so be beneficial to a settlement. This is a different situation 
than that in which the Ambassadorial talks began first at Geneva and later 
in Warsaw. At that time the U. S. Ambassador always said he would like 
first to settle the small questions one at a time so that we could gradually 
come closer. We consistently said that only the settlement of fundamental 
questions first could lead to the settlement of other questions. Therefore, 
our stands were always different. 

. However, since President Nixon came into office he has expressed a 
willingness to settle fundamental questions with us. From the very 
beginning, he took the attitude that he was willing to come to Peking to 
meet us, either to send his special envoy or to come himself. 

Of course, after he expressed this opinion there was a cessation of 
contacts for a period of time. As you know, one reason was last year*s 
Cambodian incident, and this year there was the Route 9 battle. This 
could not but affect our contacts. 

Dr. Kissinger; We agree. That is why I wanted the opportunity to express 
our views concerning peace in Indochina, so that these differences can be 
settled, both in Indochina and in our relationship. 

PM Chou: That's your second item, that's true. I think that as we are 
beginning to exchange ideas today, we can put forward all kinds of questions. 
One item can be expanded to link up with other items in a wider field and 
we can express clearly the stands and views of each side. 

The first question is Taiwan. Dr. Kissinger has put forward views very 
frankly and we will express our own ideas. 

Dr. Kissinger: I have quoted from a communication from Prime Minister 
Chou which may account for my uncharacteristic clarity. 
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PM Chou: What is your opinion? 

— ^ — — * s s * n 6 er ; I have no strong opinion. One possible way is that since 
Prime Minister Chou has stated his views on Taiwan, we could state our 
views on Indochina. Then I could tell him of my reaction to his statement 

on Taiwan, and he could tell me of his reaction to mine on Indochina. Or 
wc could, take eacli issue one at a time. 

\ 

PM Chou: Either way, it's your decision. You can say whatever you like. 

You could speak first on the Taiwan question or Indochina, or together, because 
you may think they are linked 

* • 

Dr. Kissinger; I believe they are linked to some extent. But why don't I 
give a brief reply to your comments on Taiwan and then speak about Indochina, 
after which we can have an extended discussion of both. 

PM Chou: That's agreeable. 

— ?*• Kissinger: Let me then make a few comments first about Taiwan, and 
then perhaps say a few things about Indochina. 

I agree with a great deal of the historical analysis presented by Prime 
Minister Chou. There's no question that if the Korean war hadn't occured, 
a war which we did not seek and you did not seek, Taiwan would probably be 
today a part of the PRC. For reasons which are now worthless to recapitulate, 
a previous Administration linked the future of Korea to the future of Taiwan, 
partly because of U.S. domestic opinion at the time. Whatever the reason, * 

a certain history has now developed which involves some principles of 
foreign policy for us. 

I have noticed that the Prime Minister in his remarks here went beyond 

some of the communications we have previously exchanged. Both in these 

communications and in our Warsaw meetings he has spoken of withdrawing 

military presence and installations from the area of Taiwan and the area of 

the Taiwan Strait. Today he has spoken also of certain official political 
declarations. 

PM Chou: This was because in order to exchange opinions one must give 
the entire opinion on the matter. 

Dr. Kissinger: Of course. I am not saying this critically, but simply 

to divide the matter into two parts -- first, the military situation in Taiwan 

and the Taiwan Straits, and second, the question of political evolution between 
Taiwan and the PRC. 
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PM Chou: This differs from our opinion. We hold that our relations 
with Taiwan is a question of China. 5 s internal affairs. We have consistently 
repeated this in the Warsaw talks and in all our open declarations we have 
also maintained this same consistent stand. What I was speaking of just 
now, that if relations are to be established between our two countries, China 
and the United States, the United States must recognize that the PRC is 
the sole legitimate government in China and that Taiwan Province is an 
inalienable part of Chinese territory which must be restored to the mother- 
land. Under these circumstances, the U.S. -Chiang Kai-shek Treaty would 
not exist. 

Dr, Kissinger: I understand what you have said with respect to the problem 
of diplomatic relations. Let me talk about Taiwan in our relations in the 
immediate present in the absence of diplomatic relations. 


First, let me say some things about our military presence and then 
let me say something^in the frankness that these talks permit^ about how 
we see future relations between Taiwan and the PRC as we see objective 
reality.- I am not talking about the formalities of diplomatic relations for 

the time being. 


First, about our military presence, which was the first point the 

Prime Minister raised with us in his communications and also in the two 

Warsaw talks that took place in our Administration. We have demonstrated 

our general intentions with a number of symbolic steps. For example, we 

have ended the Taiwan Strait Patrol, removed a squadron of air tankers from 

Taiwan, and reduced the size of our military advisory group by 20 percent. 

I know this is not your principal point, and I only mention it to show the 

general direction of our intentions. 

« 

Our military presence in Taiwan at this moment is composed. o£ two 
elements, the two-thirds of it which is related to activities in other parts 
of Asia, and the one -third of it which is related to the defense of Taiwan. 

We are prepared to remove that part related to activities other than to the 
defense of Taiwan, that's two-thirds of our force (I have the detailed 
numbers here in case you would like to hear them) within a specified 
brief period of time after the ending of the war in Indochina. We are 
prepared to begin reducing our other forces on Taiwan as our relations 
improve, so that the military questions need not be a principal obstacle 
between us. I may say, incidentally, that these are personal decisions 
of President Nixon which have not yet been discussed with our bureaucracy 
or with Congress, and so should be treated with great confidence. 

° 4 
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PM Chou: I see two stages. The first is one and a half years, and the 
second, if he is re-elected, five and a half years. This would take us to 
the 200th anniversary of your country. 

Dr. Kissinger: Which time period is the Prime Minister talking about, 
five and a half years or one and a half years? 

* 

PM Chou: When your President comes to discuss matters with Chairman 
Mao Tse-tung, the conclusion could be drawn that when he comes he will 
answer that question. Because neither the U.S. nor the Chinese people would 
oppose the establishment of diplomatic relations on the basis of equality 
and reciprocity despite an estrangement of 22 years. But now a time to solve 
the question has come. Neither of the two questions are of the President's 
making, but if this issue is solved, it will be one of the factors relating to 
his re-election. Of course, there are many factors, and precisely because 
of this we welcome President Nixon and you to come. 

Dr. Kissinger: Our policy with respect to the People s Republic of China 

has nothing to do with the President's re-election, but is related to his life- 
time conviction that there cannot be peace without the participation of the 
> PRC. These decisions we make on the basis of the permanent interests of 
the U.S. and not the personal interest of President Nixon. 

PM Chou: Of course, the President's policy should be established on the 
basis of equality, in which each treats the other as an equal, and just as 
you mentioned, we should promote matters in that direction. 

Dr. Kissinger: I would like to ask the Prime Minister a question, before 
making an observation. Is the Prime Minister linking a meeting between 
the President and Chairman Mao Tse-tung to the prior establishment of 
diplomatic relations, or can the two be separated? 

PM Chou: This is not absolute. Of course it should be discussed. If time 
is needed, it may not necessarily be solved then. However, the general 
direction should be established. 

Dr. Kissinger: I agree. 

PM Chou: This should make their discussions easier. If you say that you need 
some time, we can understand. 

Dr. Kissinger: Let me give the Prime Minister my personal estimate of 
what is possible. We can settle the major part of the military question 
within this term of the President if the war in Southeast Asia is ended. We 
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can certainly settle the political question within the earlier part of the 
President's second term. Certainly we can begin evolution in that direction 

before. 


PM Chou: Can't the matter of a military withdrawal from Indochina be 
settled at the most by next year? You just came from Saigon. 

\ 

Dr. Kissinger: Do you mean from Vietnam or from Taiwan? 

PM Chou: I was speaking of Indochina now. You just now mentioned that a 

settlement of the political part should be later. 

I must clarify one point on another matter. What is the attitude of your 
government toward the so-called Taiwan Independence Movement? 


Dr. Kissinger: The Taiwanese? We would not support this . 

P M Chou: Was it supported by a part of the people of the U.S. Government 

that is, by CIA or the Pentagon? 


Dr. Kissinger: There is an exaggerated opinion in the minds of people m 
many parts TTthe world about the abilities of CIA. They only two countries 
where there have been revolutions in Asia in the last ten years were ones 
where we had no CIA -- Indonesia and Cambodia. For your part, you mig 
call these revolutions "counter-revolutions." There was no CIA, unbelieva e 

as that may sound to you. 


PM Chou- This was possibly so in Indonesia, which I know is one of the 
places tht President is most interested in, but I don't believe it can be 
said about Cambodia. We can talk about this later. 


Dr. Kissinger: Perhaps we can talk socially about it at dinner. I believe 
it might be tcTsome advantage to us to maintain CIA's bad reputation (laughte 

from Chinese). 


r 


PM Chou- I attach great importance to what you have just now said: the 
U S gov ernment and the President do not support, and will not support, the 
so-called Independence Movement of Taiwan. 


Dr. Kissinger: 


May I call you "Prime Minister, " or is it offensive? 
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PM Chou: As you like. 

Dr, Kissinger:’ This term is more natural in English. 

Mr. Prime Minister, bureaucracies are large, and sometimes not 
perfectly manageable. 

PM Chou; Don't you know that Chiang Kai-shek is complaining greatly that 
it was CIA which allowed Peng Meng-min to escape from Taiwan? 

Dr. Kissinger: You may know that Peng Meng-min was a student of mine 

fifteen years ago, but I don't want you to think that I had any relationship to 
this matter (laughter from the Chinese). 

Let me be serious. First, to the best of my knowledge, CIA had nothing 
to do with Professor Peng Meng-min' s coming to the USA. Second, if the 
President and Chairman Mao come to an understanding, then it's my job 
to enforce it in the bureaucracy, and I will assure you that it will be enforced. 
And there will be no support from the U.S. 


I must be honest with the Prime Minister; there's no sense deluding 
ourselves. There's no possibility in the next one and a half years for us 
to recognize the PRC as the sole government of China in a formal way. It 
is possible to prevent new claims from being established, and that we will 
do. For example, the Taiwan Independence Movement, forces that disrupt 
the evolution which the Prime Minister and I have talked about and which 
could be confirmed between Chairman Mao Tse-tung and President Nixon. 


PM Chou: You want to talk about Indochina. 

Dr. Kissinger: It's the only other point on which I have some notes. 

I told your associates on the plane that whenever I talk from notes I 
talk for fifty minutes. It's a sign of my enormous respect that I don't do 
so today. 

PM Chou: (laughs) You may act according to your own procedure and take 
longer. We have time. 

Dr. Kissinger: I wanted to take the liberty of discussing Indochina with you. 
We know your principles and your friendships. We believe that the time to 
make peace has come, for the sake of the people of Indochina, for the sake 
of peace in Asia, and for the sake of peace in the world. 
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I can assure you that we want to end the war in Vietnam through 
negotiations; and that we are prepared to set a date for the withdrawal 
of all our forces from Vietnam and Indochina as you suggested before. 

i 

But we want a settlement that is consistent with our honor and our 
self- re spect, and if we cannot get this, then the war will continue, with 
the consequences which you yourself have described, and which may 
again, despite our interests, interrupt the improvement in our relations. 

The actions in Cambodia and Laos and other actions that would 
happen if the war continues will never be directed against the People 1 s 
Republic of China, but they will have unfortunate consequences for our 
relations which we would very much like to avoid. 

One of the difficulties, in our judgment, which I want to mention frankly 
is that we look at the problem from the perspective of world peace, but the 
North Vietnamese and the NLF have only one foreign policy problem, and 
that is Indochina. 

I know Hanoi is very suspicious, and they are afraid to lose at the 
conference table what they have fought for on the battlefield. And 
sometimes I am frank to say that I have the impression that they are more 
afraid of being deceived than of being defeated. They think that they 
were deceived in 1954. But I want to say that we are realists. We know 
that after a peace is made we will be 10, 000 miles away ; and they will 

still be there. 

. . 

So it is in our interest to make a peace that they will want to keep. 

We do not want the war to start again. 

Let me tell you, Mr. Prime Minister, where I believe we stand in 
our negotiations. 

As a specialist in secret trips, I took a secret trip to Paris on May 31 
and made a proposal to the North Vietnamese with which you may be 

familiar. . 

. 

. , 

PM Chou: I am not familiar with it. 

Dr. Kissinger: I offered the following on behalf of President Nixon: 

-- we would set a date for a withdrawal from Vietnam. 

PM Chou: A date for complete withdrawal? 

• Dr. Kissinger: Right. 
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-- Secondly, as part of the settlement, there should be a ceasefire 
in all of Indochina. 

-- Third, that there should be a release of all prisoners. 

-- Fourth, that there should be respect for the Geneva Accords. 

There were some other provisions for international supervision and 
no infiltration, but I consider those subsidiary. 

On June 26, at another secret meeting, Le Due Tho replied with a 
nine point proposal which is different from the seven point proposal of 
Mme. Binh in some respects, but not in great detail. 

There are some positive, but two negative aspects to this Vietnamese 
reply. 

There are some detailed military proposals which are unacceptable 
in their present form, but which I think we can negotiate and with which 
I shall not bother the Prime Minister unless he wants to discuss them. 

PM Chou : If you like, you may speak of it. 

Dr. Kissinger: Well, they give a shorter deadline than we. They want 
December 31, 1971, which is too short. But, we believe that within the next 
year what you mentioned can be settled; this is possible and I believe that 
we can find a compromise there. Within the next twelve months. The 
Prime Minister asked whether before the election this could be settled, 
and this is my answer. 

* 

Then there are demands, such as that we must pay reparations, which we 
cannot accept in that form as consistent with our honor. We are willing to 
give aid voluntarily once peace is made, but we cannot as a matter of honor 
pay reparations as a condition of peace. 

But these are issues which we believe we can probably settle with 
North Vietnam, although I do not believe that they have survived 2000 years 
by being easy to deal with. 

PM Chou; It is a heroic country. 

Dr. Kissinger: They are heroic people, great people. 

PM Chou : They are a great and heroic and admirable people. Two thousand 
• years ago China commited aggression against them, and China was defeated. 

It was defeated by two ladies, two women generals. 
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And when I went to Vietnam as a representative of New China on 
a visit to North Vietnam, I went personally to the grave of these two 
women generals and left wreaths of flowers on the graves to pay my 


In France, Joan of Arc was also worthy of respect. 

Dr. Kissinger: Women in politics can be ferocious. (Chinese laughter) 

Even though they are now our enemies, we consider them an heroic and' 
a great people whose independence we want to preserve. 

There are two obstacles now to a rapid settlement, and not the ones 
I have mentioned. The two are the following: 

^ , 

-- One, North Vietnam in effect demands that we overthrow the present 
government in Saigon as a condition of making peace. 

-- Secondly, they refuse to agree to a ceasefire throughout Indochina 
while we withdraw. 

With respect to the political solution, they claim that the present 
government is a phantom government supported only by American forces. 

If this is true, then the removal of our forces should bring about the 
conditions which they are speaking of and which they desire. 

Moreover, they are unrealistic. The longer the war goes on, the 
longer we will strengthen the Saigon Government; and the more we with- 
draw our forces, the less we can meet demands they make of us. They 
threaten us with the continuation of the war which will make it impossible 
to fulfill their demands even if we wanted to, and we don’t want to. 

As for the ceasefire, the reason we believe it is essential for all of 
Indochina is that if they attack our friends while we are withdrawing, we 
will be drawn into war again. And then the conflict will start again with 
incalculable consequences. They propose to make a ceasefire only with 
us and not with others. That is dishonorable, and we cannot do this. 

I would like to tell the Prime Minister, on behalf of President Nixon, 
as solemnly as I can, that first of all, we are prepared to withdraw com- 
pletely from Indochina and to give a fixed date, if there is a ceasefire and 
release of our prisoners. Secondly, we will permit the political solution 
of South Vietnam/ evolve and to leave it to the Vietnamese alone. 


REPRODUCED AT THE 
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 


SENSITIVE /EXCLUSIVELY EYES ONLY 


r 



We recognize that a solution must reflect the will of the South 
Vietnamese peopie and allow them to determine their *»*»«*£“* 
interference. We will not re-enter Vietnam and will abide by the 

political process. 

But what we need is what I told the Prime Minister with relation to 
Taiwan. The military settlement must be separated in time from the po 
tical issues. It is that which is holding up a solution. 

On July 12, after I leave here, I shall see Mr. Le Due , Th ° 
and I shall make another proposal to him along the lines av 

to you* 

If Hanoi is willing to accept a fixed date for our complete withdrawal 
a ceasefire, a release of prisoners, and a guaranteed internahonal st at 
for South Vietnam, which can be guaranteed by any group of countries, 
including yourself, then we have a very good chance or a rapi p 

If not, the war will continue, and it will be a misfortune for everybody. 

We seek no military bases or military allies in Indochina, and we will 
pursue no policy in that area which could concern the People S 
of China. We are willing to guarantee this either alone or g 
you, whichever you prefer" - 

The President has asked me to tell you that we believe the time for 

peace has come. It is not up to us to tell you what, if 

do. We believe that the end of the war in Indochina will accelerate th 

improvement in our relations. In any event, what we want/^he people of 

Indochina to determine their own future without militaiy confl . 

« 

Let me say, Mr. Prime Minister, that regardless of what you do, we 
arc prepared to withdraw that part of our forces on Taiwan which is related 
to this conflict within a specified time after the conflict is over. 

I am not mentioning this as a condition, but for your information. 

' PM Chou: I thank you for telling us rather systematically about your position 
on the Indochina question. There is a common point between us » 
both of us have respect for the greatness and the courage o 

people. 

I believe that, in my opinion, for the Vietnamese people to feel _that 
• they were deceived during the first Geneva Conference is not groundless 

e. this point all signatories at that time, including the U.S. , have 
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the responsibility for this. 

Dr. Kissinger: That is understood. 

PM Chou: Since we have such a common understanding, it is easier to 

discuss. The secret documents, that were exposed in the New York Times , 
show up the truth. A document which is no less significant is the White 
Paper produced by Dean Acheson. Of course we knew of these events. 

That a country should not sign an international agreement but would 
abide by it was a precedent which was set by Dulles, and never before 
seen in history. 

I think now that if at that time we had been more cool-headed, we 
could perhaps have forced him to sign the agreement, saying we would not 

sign unless the U. S. did. 

Dr. Kissinger: It is hard to believe that the Prime Minister could be 

anything but cool-headed. 

PM Chou: But on this I did not think enough. It was possible for us to be 
more cool-headed. 

Chairman Ivlao has spoken of this many times with our Vietnam.es e friend 
Our Vietnamese friends do not blame us for this. But we could have done 
more at that time. 

The French were . -.ready to withdraw and did not want to get involved 
in military adventures. Also at that time the British Government didn t 
want to be embroiled in adventures. President Truman had already had a 
role in the war in Indochina. 

. 

Dr. Kissinger; I believe it was Eisenhower. 

PM Chou : But it began with Truman. 

Dr, Kissinger: Right. 

PM Chou: So did John Foster Dulles, indirectly, as advisor to the State 
Department -- later he became Secretary of State. 
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So it was quite clear that the U. S. authorities at that time were 
preparing to step in the shoes of France. 

Looking back from now, we can see that was the worst precedent . 
set in international history. 

It is not necessary to say any more on that, since you have now made 
public many portions of secret documents. 

Dr. Kissinger: I hate to admit this, but they were made public by another 
student of mine. 

PM Chou: I believe that and also thought that. 

Dr. Kissinger: If I can make a comment about the difference between 1954 

and 1971. 

PM Chou : I agree there are differences. 

Dr. Kissinger: There is a formal similarity, but an objective difference. 

In 1954, Secretary Dulles believed that it was America's mission to 
fight communism all around the world and for the U. S. to be the principal 
force, to engage itself in every struggle at every point of the world at any 
point of time. 

President Nixon operates on a different philosophy. 

We do not deal with communism in the abstract, but with specific 
communist states on the basis of their specific actions toward us, and 
not as an abstract crusade. 

We believe that if people want to defend themselves, they must do it 
on the basis of their own efforts and not on the basis of the efforts of a 
country 10, 000 miles away. 

So when we offer to withdraw from Vietnam, it is not in order to devise 
some trick to re-enter in some other manner but rather that we want to base 
our foreign policy on the realities of the present and not on the dreams of 
the past. 

I can assure the Prime Minister that any agreement that he makes with 
us will be kept in the letter and in the spirit. 
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PM Chou: In this matter, I trust, I believe that Dr. Kissinger, as a 
special envoy of President Nixon, has sincerity. 

And it is precisely because of this that I would like to explain to you 
the historical developments, which is why our Vietnamese friends are 
holding out so strongly. 

Secretary Dulles 1 policy at the time, which you explained, was 
brinkmanship. We understand that. That policy was to isolate the 
socialist countries and to try to win control over the middle areas in 
between. Perhaps you have read Chairman Mao's works in which he 
mentioned this. 

Dr. Kissinger: Yes. 

PM Chon: Such an assessment is not wrong. 

Dr. Kissinger: It is correct. 

PM Chou: Therefore, the Vietnamese people feel that they were greatly 

taken in and deceived at that time. It was stipulated very clearly that one 
year after the 1954 Geneva Agreement a plebiscite would be held in Vietnam 
and that the North Vietnamese and the South Vietnamese would come together 
to organize election committees which would draw -up the election law. 

No matter what election law might have been drawn up, with international 
supervision, it was a certainty that President Ho Chi Munh would have been 
elected if an election had been held. That was where the hearts of the 
people lay. It was impossible to go against the trend, the evolution of 

history. 

Toward this one must take an attitude of historical realism. There was 
a great love of the Vietnamese people for Ho Chi Minh. He gave them a 
sense of national dignity, and national pride. We were very old friends. 

I knew Ho Chi Minh myself in 1922. 

Dr. Kissinger: He joined the Chinese Communist Party. 

PM Chou : In Paris. 

It was the activity of the U. S. which went against all that and forcibly^ 
fostered the Diem puppets in order to overthrow Bao Dai, the regime at 
that time, and disrupt the agreements. In this way the Geneva Agreements 

were completely violated. 

And the result was that the broad masses of the people of South Vietnam 
were unable to win liberation and were naturally disappointed. They were 
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again submitted to oppression and massacre. 

Hundreds of thousands of them in South Vietnam were thrown into 
jail and killed. Many went to the north under the Geneva Agreements. 

It was in such a way that the patriotic movement of the South Vietnamese 
people began. Even Ngo Dinh Diem was dissatisfied with this. You must 
know about that. President Kennedy did this. Before he was assassinated, 
he had Diem and his brother killed. 

This cannot but give rise to the just resistance movement of the South 

« 

Vietnamese people. 

The Vietnamese people have continued their resistance movement up 
to this day. You know the Vietnamese have not asked the Chinese people 
to send troops. They have counted on themselves alone for the past ten 
years. This is quite a thing. 

Of course, the biggest battles were from 1964 - 1968. The incident 
of the Tonkin Gulf was also in your documents. In this way the Geneva 
Agreements were completely violated. 

When President Nixon came to office, he wanted to withdraw troops. 
That is true. We must say that the total number of U.S. troops now in 
Vietnam is quite less than the highest number under President Johnson s 
Administration. 

4 

Therefore our attitude toward the Vietnam question and toward a 
solution of the question of Indochina is composed of the following two 
points: 

The first point is that all foreign troops of the United States and the 
troops of other countries which followed the United States into Indochina 

should be withdrawn. 

The second point is that the peoples of the three countries of Indochina 
should be left alone to decide their own respective fates. 

Dr. Kissinger: We agree with both points. 

PM Chou: You must know that for all this time we have truly supported 
them, but we have not sent one single soldier to fight. 

for themselves. 

As to what political system the people choose/ it is for them to decide. 
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So long as no foreign force interferes in that area, then the issue is 
solved. 

Dr. Kissinger: Let me give you the personal impression from the other 

side of the Pacific, from one who has seen Le Due Tho five times and Xuan 
Thuy nine times. 

% 

I agree the Vietnamese are heroic people. The same qualities which 
make the Vietnamese such great fighters make it hard for them to make 
peace. The singlemindedness with which the Vietnamese people fight may 
deprive them of the perspective to make peace. If some of their friends, 
and you may not want to reply to this, can help with their perspective so 
that they understand that some political evolution is necessary, then we 
could end the war rapidly. If the war continues it will not be in the interest 
of the peoples of Indochina, or peace, but only perhaps for outside peoples. 
It would only disturb our relationship. 

The two principles you mentioned, we are prepared to accept them. 

PM Chou: You have talked so many times with them. It is the first 
time that I have met you. 

Dr. Kissinger: I regret that. We must catch up very quickly. 

PM Chou: At the Paris talks there have been 122 sessions, about as much 
as the Warsaw Ambassadorial talks which have lasted sixteen years and 
136 meetings. 

Dr. Kissinger: My meetings are always private so they don't count. 

PM Chou: Of course that's true. 

. 

As for the two principles that I have put forward, I would like to put 
forward some detailed questions: 

Does the U. S. agree to withdraw all its military forces from Indochina 
including the army, the navy, the air force, and the marines, as well as 
its advisers and its military installations? 

Dr. Kissinger: We are prepared to withdraw all organized military units 
and all installations within the time period I gave to the Prime Minister, 
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and the advisers in a somewhat longer time period, but in a definite 
period. But we are willing to accept an upper limit on advisers. 

PM Chou: Because that was the loophole in the Geneva Agreements. 

The war flared up from the matter of military advisers. 

Dr. Kissinger: Let me make one other point. The advisers would not be 
combat advisers. They would be logistic and technical advisers, like 
some of those you have had in North Vietnam. 

PM Chou: We have had no military advisers. They were only to build roads 

Dr. Kissinger: Whatever the situation, we need the advisers for somewhat 
longer. Every organized military unit, the army, the navy, the marines, 
and the airforce and all their installations would be removed; Some 
technical advisers, up to an agreed limit, would remain longer up to a 
time limit, and then they too would be withdrawn. 


PM Chou; What about the forces of the other countries which followed the 
U.S. ? (He named the countries. ) 

Dr. Kissinger: They would withdraw also. All would be withdrawn within the 
tim-s period as the organized U.S. military units. 

£M-P hou: ° n fchis point, I must state that the Vietnamese people are not 
shortsighted. It is precisely they who have made a great contribution to 
world peace. You must know that your newspapers and your people and 
even some of your demobilized army men and active army men all declared 
and expressed your cruelties in Vietnam. 

Dr. Kis singer: But you have to understand two things. This is the 
tragedy of the war. President Nixon has two objectives: 

First of all, he is dedicated to ending the war, and he has already 

withdrawn over 300, 000 troops. 

* 

Secondly, he is also dedicated not to sign a peace which will undermine 
our basic principles in the world. I frankly believe that this would not be 

in your interest. If we are to have a permanent relationship, it is in your 
interest that we are a reliable country. 

We must look at it from the point of view of a great country, not in terms 
of a local problem. Therefore, we may need to continue if we do not get 
reasonable terms, such as I have mentioned, which I have presented and will 
propose again Monday to the North Vietnamese. The war may have to 
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continue, no matter what the newspapers say; But to continue is not in the 
interests of the peace of the world. There's no sense in continuing the 
war. 

PM Chou: I have not finished. 

If all these conditions were met, there's still another question which 
you must think about. 

That is that even during Ho Chi Minh's lifetime, he said that if U. S. 
military foices weie to withdraw, he would send them off on a red carpet, 
in order to show respect for the American people and not harm their 
national dignity. The American people, of course except for those \vho 
violated the Geneva Agreements, are not held responsible. 

Wouldn't it be a good thing if the American troops could peacefully 
go home? 

It would be another thing if after the U. S. armed for ces should be 
withdrawn, if the roots of evil were still left and the "Vietnamese people once 
again were thrown into the miserable abyss and submitted to slaughter. 

Then the civil war would still continue. 

You should answer that question. Since the U. S. has sent troops for 
ten years, you must answer that question. 

Dr. Kissinger: I would answer on two levels. 

First, we should have a ceasefire for all of Indochina in good faith. 
Secondly, there should then be a reasonable effort by all the forces in ‘ 
Indochina which exist to settle their differences among each other. 

Thirdly, we are not children, and history will not stop on the day a 
peace agreement is signed. If local forces develop again, and are not 
helped from forces outside, we are not likely to again come 10, 000 miles. 

We are not proposing a treaty to stop history. 

PM Chou: This question involves an even greater sphere. 

For instance, in Cambodia, the Lon Nol/Sirilc Matak clique staged a 
coup to overthrow Prince Sihanouk, Kbad of State in Cambodia. The broad 
masses of the people of Cambodia are supporting Sihanouk and wisher. to 
overthrow the Lon Nol regime. So even if foreign military forces were to 
withdraw, the civil war would still continue, until the people of Cambodia 
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had driven out Lon Nol and the Government of National Union had returned 
to its rightful place. 

. *«. 

How can you answer that? 

Dr. Kissinger: I once said at one of the Vietnamese negotiations that a 

curious thing ahout Laos is that most of the Laotian freedom, fighters 
whom we find speak Vietnamese. 

If North Vietnam withdraws genuinely its forces from Cambodia and 
then the civil war is fought only by Cambodians, it [ s not an international 
problem. However, if the North Vietnamese troops are there, then it is an 
international problem. If the North Vietnamese return to their country, we 
would consider it an internal matter of Cambodia for them to decide and 
not an international problem. 

Secondly, if the People’s Republic of China and the U. S. in a demonstra- 
tion of goodwill, together with other nations, would guarantee a settlement, 
it would be different from 1954. Because we would be thinking of each other 
not from the point of view of hostility but of cooperation. 

PM Chou: The U,. S. should be held mainly responsible for the enlargement 
of the war in Indochina, and there is no way to shirk that responsibility. 

Dr. Kissinger: That is history, and our problem now is how to end it. 

PM Chou: But as you just now mentioned, you would like to make 
honorable retreat. We think that the best way to do this is forthrightly 
withdraw and completely withdraw all forces and leave the problems of 
Indochina to be determined by the people of the three countries of. 

Indochina, no matter which way they would like to solve them. This is 
the most honorable and glorious way to withdraw from Indochina. 

♦ 

Dr. Kissinger: I have stated our views and don't believe I need repeat them. 
I have stated the conditions which we have offered, which include complete 
withdrawal of U. S. forces and leaving the future to the people of Indochina, 
if there is a ceasefire and the release of POWs. I have explained our 
position, and that is the position which we will be forced to maintain. 

PM Chou: Anyway, the cause of the war in Indochina and the responsibility 
for the beginning of the war in Indochina should be borne by the U. S. 
Government. Even though President Nixon's Administration wishes to 
change previous policy and carry out its present policies, it still must take 
the primary responsibility and must take it upon itself to end the war. 
Because the Nixon Administration enlarged and expanded the war to all 
‘ three Indochina countries and spread it to cover the whole area. 
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The war was expanded with the invasion into Cambodia last year and 
the battle of Route Nine in Laos this year. 

Therefore, if you want the Vietnamese people to continue fighting, 
they are prepared to do so. They have only two piospects. The fiist is 
for the U. S. to withdraw all its military forces. The second is to continue 

fighting on. 

Since you have admitted that withdrawal of your forces is a good thing 
and beneficial for world peace and peace in the Far East, you should be 
able to make up your mind and withdraw from Indochina. This would be an 
honorable withdrawal and a glorious, withdrawal. And you. Excellency, 
as adviser to the President, should be the first to make up your mind. 

At least you should want peace in the Far East, If you speak of the 
Far East this also involves other questions we can speak of. Because 
if you don't end the war in Indochina, we must think of othei aieas. That 
means Japan, where you are rearming the Japanese militarists. You know 
of the present Fourth Defense Plan, which was drawn up according to the 
Joint Cornmunique of President Nixon and Prime Ivlinister Sato of Japan. 
You must know that the Sato Cabinet has been reorganized, and the plan 
is to be fulfilled ahead of schedule. The Japanese are bent on expanding; 
their economy has expanded to such an extent. Economic expansion will 
of necessity lead to military expansion. And once they expand, the Far 
East will be the first to feel the effects. They have openly decreed that 
Korea, Taiwan, and Vietnam are linked up with their security. 

What attitude toward peace is that? Isn*t that a threat? We aie not 
afraid of that. 

« 

Therefore this is a question on which we must frankly state ou? views 
in a clear way. 

Dr. Kissinger: Regarding Indochina, I, of course, know your principles. 

I did not expect that I would convince you on our point of view or that you 
would tell me if I had convinced you. 

I think perhaps after studying what I have said, you can decide what is 
appropriate, if anything, and needs to be done. 

I will say nothing more except that we are sincerely interested in 
ending the war. It is a danger to peace in Asia. It obscuies fundamental 
problems, one of which you have mentioned, which is the relationship 
with Japan and maybe with the other great powers. If the war continues, 
it will menace Asian peace. If you wish, I am prepared to discuss those 

i x.“L 
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PM Chou: Let us have a break and prepare for dinner. We can continue 
later on. 


(At this point, 7:5 5 p. m. , there was a break for dinner. During 
dinner, in addition to light conversation, there was a substantive discussion 
on Indochina/ the highlights of which follow: 


PM Chou: The U. S. should withdraw from Indochina. 


Dr. K issinger: I said that the U. S. was prepared to do so. 


Plvt Chou . One cannot blame the Indochinese people for struggling. 

Dr. Kissinger: I do not blame them, but the withdrawal of outside forces 

would meet the aspirations of the Indochinese people and strengthen world 
peace. 


T> > r s~* -f 

xrxvi v_/Uou: 


There should be a ceasefire with the U. S. because the If. S. 


is withdrawing. This does not solve other problems [in Indochina] and 

therefore there can be no ceasefire with those people. One must remove 

those who are in power, either through democratic elections or by over- 
throwing them. 

4 

Dr. Kissinger: We are in favor of democratic elections and support them. 


PM Chou: We don't believe in the elections in South Vietnam. It is a 
different situation. There are August elections and October elections and 
you help Thieu. Have you discussed this situation with Mr. Minh? 

. 

Dr. Kissinger: Yes, on this trip. 


PM Chou: They want yo u to get rid of the government. 

Dr. Kissinger: They can't ask us both to withdraw and get rid of the 
government of Vietnam. To do both of these is impossible. 

PM Chou: We have not exchanged views at this point. We have always 
thought on this matter that we cannot interfere in these affairs. If you 
withdraw and they want to continue the civil war, none of us should inter- 
fere. The situation has been created over a long time. 

How ran iron make the Cambodian people recognize Lon Nol? 
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Dr. Kissinger: First, concerning Cambodia, there were 50, 000 North 
Vietnamese troops there before any Americans crossed the border. 

Secondly, I can assure the Prime Minister that we were as surprised by 
the coup in Phnom Penh as the Prime Minister was. I thought it was a 
Sihanouk trick to show hostility against the North Vietnamese, because he 
was going to Moscow and Peking to try to get them to use their influence 

against ttie North Vietnamese forces* 

PM Chou: The result was the standing together of the Indochinese people. 

Dr. Kissinger: It was not our doing; it was unfortunate. We did not want 
Sihanouk overthrown. Why should we lie? What difference does it make 
now? We were negotiating with North Vietnam i that moment. The coup 
ruined negotiations that we were conducting and that we wanted to succeed. 

PM Chou; The result was that Sihanouk stood together with the Indochinese 
people. 

Dr. Kissinger: I agree with the result [the coup]. We did not produce, 
cause, or encourage it. 


PM Chou: Was it possibly done by the French? 

Dr. Kissinger: That is conceivable, but it certainly was not done by us. 

PM Chou: How about'the shipload of American weapons taken by Don Nol? 

Dr. Kissinger: I know the incident. It had nothing to do with the coup. 

It was a historical accident. For two days I believed that Sihanouk had staged 
the coup as his own maneuver, so that he could come to Peking to impress 
you with the fact that he had a lot of domestic opposition. I'm not proud of 
my analysis, but that's what I thought. 

PM Chou: Perhaps you were deceived by others. 


E) r . Ki ssinger: I'm too vain to admit that. 

PM Chou: You have said that the bureaucracy was not manageable? 

Dr. Kissinger: A revolution could not be started by the bureaucratic 
apparatus. Perhaps an isolated incident like Peng Meng-min could, but 
it could not happen that a revolution would start without my knowing it. I knew 
Peng as a student. I don't believe CIA was involved. I can assure the 
Prime Minister that we will not support the independence movement. 
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You can rely on my word. 

PM Chou : We have noted your statement. 

The formal meeting then resumed after dinner at 9:40 p. m. ) 


PM Chou: We can go to 11:00 p.m. tonight and if we don't finish, we 
can continue tomorrow. The main thing is that our guests do not get tired. 

Just before dinner and at the table, Dr. Kissinger said that we should 
look at things from a global point of view. This was also mentioned by 
President Nixon on his way to San Clemente on July 6 when he said that the 
U. S. should not concentrate its energies on the Indochina question. The 
U.S. had been tied down for ten years and had suffered a lot. 

He said that world problems are very large. Indeed, former 
administrations had driven the U. S. into a dead alley and it couldn't 
get out. 

Since both the President and Your Excellency look at things in broad 
perspective, it should be easier for the U.S. to extricate itself. Of 
course. Your Excellency said that the U.S. must look after its honor, 
and an honorable peace. I think the greatest honor would be a glorious 
withdrawal. Because that is the call of the overwhelming majority of the 
people throughout the world, inside or outside the U.S. One can say in 
all frankness that if it were not for the help given the South Vietnamese 
puppets, the Saigon regime would have collapsed long ago. 

Why must you want to leave a tail on this matter and be unwilling to 
give it up? As your President has said, you are tied down / the last 
eight to ten years. Why do you not extricate yourselves? This is said 
by public opinion in the U. S. as well as the world. 

So I cannot quite understand what you mean by wanting to leave a tail 
there, although you reaffirmed moments ago your complete withdrawal. 

Dr. Kissinger; What do you mean by a tail? 

PM Chou: One would be Thieu. In our view, you should just simply 
withdraw completely and never mind how. They might fight. We will not 
• interfere. We believe they will solve their problems by themselves. 
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If you remain there, the fighting will continue and world opinion 
will not tolerate what you do. 

Dr. Kissinger: I do not believe that I have explained our position clearly 
to the Prime Minister. 

If there are no negotiations, we will eventually withdraw, unilaterally. 
But it will take longer, the government in Saigon will be strengthened with 
more equipment, and the outcome will still be decided in the long run by 
the Vietnamese. What we are now proposing is that we have rapid nego- 
tiations. We will set a deadline for withdrawals, and during withdrawals 
there should be a ceasefire, and some attempt at negotiations. If the 
agreement breaks down, then it is quite possible that the people in Vietnam 
will fight it out. 

PM Chou: If you, while planning to withdraw, want the Vietnamese to 
undertake obligations tantamount to recognizing that Thieu will remain 
or be in a coalition government, then that is a conditional withdrawal on 
your part. 

At the same time, you are maintaining the rule of Lon Nol/Sirik Matak 
in Cambodia. How can they accept that? They cannot accept that. 

If that came to be the case, with Thieu and Sirilc Matak continuing to 
oppress and slaughter, their people, then the Vietnamese and Cambodian 
people would rather fight on. 

Particularly after the summit conference on the three Indochinese 
peoples held last year, they in effect became allies. After the war, they 
will have different social systems, but at the present they are as one in 
fighting against aggression. I do not quite understand what good it is for 
the U. S. to maintain such unpopular rule. 

Dr. Kissinger: Our position is not to maintain any particular government 
in South Vietnam. We are prepared to undertake specific obligations 
restricting the support we can give to the government after a peace settle- 
ment and defining the relationship we can maintain with it after a peace 
settlement. 

What we cannot do is to participate in the overthrow of people with 
whom we have been allied, whatever the origin of the alliance. 
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If the government is as unpopular as you seem to think, then the 
quicker our forces are withdrawn the quicker it will be overthrown, And 
if it is overthrown after we withdraw, we will not intervene. 

PM Chou: Then the following question arises: while withdrawing, will you 

look upon such a government as the legitimate government, as an ally; or 
will you pay no attention to it? 

♦ 

D r. Kissinger: I understand the question, but I don't understand the signifi- 
cance of the question. 


PM Chou: That me ans, would you still continue to support this regime, 

such as with military aid? You would not have troops, but if there, is 
military aid you would still be giving support. 

Dr. Kissinger: We are prepared to accept an agreed international status 
for South Vietnam, i. e. , precisely stipulated limitations on the amount of 
military aid and the kind of military aid we would maintain. 


For example, we are prepared to look at point 5 of Mme. Binh's seven 
point proposal. Some aspects of it we are prepared to negotiate on. 

Then if after some time, the government changes, these limitations 
would remain in effect. 


The same restrictions would apply with respect to Cambodia. It is 
the most practical way, we believe, of dealing with the problem, which 
still leaves open the evolution of the political forces. 

PM Chou: But you have a prerequisite with that, that is, a ceasefire 
throughout Indochina. 

Dr. Kis singer: For some period of time. We can put on a time.limit, 

say 18 months or some period. 

PM C hou: We cannot consider these specific matters. We are not 
Vietnamese. If you discuss the Taiwan question, then the details are more 
familiar with us. On Vietnam we only give them assistance. 


Your information on military advisers is entirely inaccurate. We only 
have technical advisers to re-build roads, railroads, and bridges, and when 
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this was done they went back. Because we must protect our engineering 
personnel, we had anti-aircraft batteries. As soon as we complete the 
construction work, we will all go. So the situation is entirely di erent 

from what we did in Korea. 


Dr. Kissinger: The Prime Minister is/not to%e involved in the details 
of the Vietnamese negotiations. This reminds me of a complicated 
situation in Europe in the Nineteenth Century, a negotiation which on y . 
three people ever understood. One of these was dead, the secon was in 
an insane asylum, and a third was himself but he had forgotten everything. 
(Laughter from the Chinese. ) I recognize that your possible direct concern 
over the details of the negotiations is limited. I appreciate your giving me 
the opportunity of presenting the problem, which as you correctly point 
out is ours and brought about by our actions. But since it affects the peace 
of Asia, and our relationship, I wanted to present our point of view, and 
I appreciate the courtesy with which you have listened to me. 

PM Chou: I would like to go into some explanation. Since you mention 
peace in the Far East, not only Indochina, should I limit it to Indochina 

or discuss other areas? 


Dr, Kissinger : No, let me hear about all the problems we have discussed. 

PM Chou : I will do so, including South Asia and the subcontinent. 

First, East Asia. You have troops in South Korea and know about the 
situation there. You have troops in South Korea and then the South Koreans 
sent troops to South Vietnam. Therefore, in your withdrawal, all South 
Korean troops in Vietnam should be withdrawn too. 


Dr. Kissinger: Yes. 

PM Chou- Your troops in South Korea should also withdraw. We withdrew 
our p eople voluntarily from Korea back in 1958, but you said that the 
Chinese troops were only just behind the Yalu and could easily come back. 
However, there must be a reason; they cannot just cross over. T a ' _ 
would be interference in internal affairs. There must be a guarantee m 
international relations, and we have given that guarantee. There are 
two points expressed in this agreement, which are: all foreign troops 
should be withdrawn from the territories of other countries, and let e 
people of those countries settle their affairs in the way they see fit 
without outside interference. 
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left. So the alternative depends on the weather. 

Dr, Kissinger: Then we will continue our discussions tomorrow. 
PM Chou: Yes. 
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